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First Last Title Org 

Shannon Affholter CEO Master Builders of King-Snohomish Counties 

Chris Bandoli SVP, Advocacy & Government Affairs WSHA 

Thomas  Bates Partner Insight Strategic Partners 

Paul Berendt Senior Vice President Strategies 360 

Bill Bryant Chairman Bryant Christie 

Art Castle Executive Vice President BIAW 

Patrick Connor Executive Director NFIB - Washington 

Nathan Gorton Government Affairs Director Washington State Realtors Association 

Rep. 
Paul Graves Member Washington State House of Representatives  

Jason Hagey Vice President of Communications Association of Washington Business 

Bill Hinkle Board Members Washington Health Benefit Exchange 

Nathan Johnson Chief Policy Officer Health Care Authority 

Isaac Kastama Managing Partner Water Street Public Affairs 

Juliette Kelly Director, Government Relations and Advocacy College Success Foundation 

Jonathan  Martin Editorial Writer Seattle Times 

Jason Mercier Director, Center for Government Reform Washington Policy Center 

Teresa Mosqueda Legislative and Campaign Director WSLC 

Kyle Murphy Executive Director Carbon WA 

Alison Peters Senior Associate EnviroIssues 

Renee Radcliff Sinclair President TVW 

Brian  Robinson Managing Partner Market Street Investment Group 

Keith Schipper Vice President Peak Consulting 

Megan Schrader Manager, US Public Policy Amazon 

Zach Silk CEO Civic Skunk Works 

Len  Sorrin Vice President, Congressional and Legislative Affairs Premera Blue Cross 

Phil Talmadge Partner Talmadge, Fitzpatrick, Tribe 

Adrienne Thompson Legislative Director PTE Local 17 

Lani Todd Legislative and Policy Director SEIU 775 

Misha Werschkul Executive Director Washington Budget and Policy Center 

John Wyble CEO WinPower Strategies 
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Thematic questions for the conference 

- How can our policy discussions catch up with our economic discussions? 
- Is the political system broken and what do we do to fix it? 
- Where can we find areas of bi-partisan agreement in an age of hyper-polarization? 

 

Potential keynote speakers or panels 

- Members of Congress? 
- Leaders in innovation, like Bezos, Gates, or 

others? 

- Legislative leadership 
- National figures versus local thought 

leaders? 
 

Proposed session topics 

• The policy implications of a changing media and 
information landscape 

• Privacy and anonymity in the digital age 

• Getting serious about funding education 

• Income inequality and middle-out economics 

• Why does state and local policy on homelessness 
leave so much to be desired? 

• Substance abuse, safe injection sites, and the 2017 
ballot box 

• How can policy support making Seattle a space 
exploration hub 

• Policies to support the lagging rural economy in 
Washington 

• Applying the lessons of the internet age to the 
coming age of automation 

• Is it time to revisit “too big to fail” and anti-trust 
regulation? 

• Modernizing an antiquated bureaucracy in Olympia 

• Connecting the business community to education 
system 

• Career-connected learning 

• Closing the gap between our K-12 system and our 
Seattle economy 

• Density, homelessness and new urbanism 

• How can we re-establish a shared agreement on 
what a fact is? 

• Modernizing labor for a gig economy 

• Don’t miss the boat: learning from life sciences in 
Puget Sound 

• An honest conversation about updating our tax code 

• Are we over-reliant on Amazon for job growth? 

• Genome-specific health care  

• The NBA, NHL, and the economics of sport 

• 2017 Election and 2018 Election – Predictions 

and what it means for policy in 2018 and 

beyond 

• Automation, block chain, and the disruptive 

forces coming to our economy 

• What can Central Puget Sound learn from the 

rest of Washington? 

• The “hollowing out” of political parties and 

what that means for our politics 

• What does the lack of social and geographic 

mobility mean for our common understanding 

of “America?” 
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